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PLO TO TARGET HUSSEIN
IF HE TALKS TO ISRAEL

By URI DAN, Mideast Correspondent
KING Hussein of Jordan will become
the top target on the 1t list if
he enters into direct peace n ia-
tions with Israel, according to Israeli

intelligence ex;&r S.
ussein ha en working closely with

the Palestine Liberation Organization
since last February to
set up Mideast peace
talks, but that coopera-
tion collapsed last week
due to the Achille Lauro
hijacking and other
events.

Now Israeli intelligence
sources say the Kin .ﬂi i-
self “Is aware of U:e dan-
er” from

That is why Hussein is
hesitant to accept Is-
raeli Prime Minister
Shimon Peres’ offer of
direct talks, they say.
Arab newspapers have
re—rlﬁ"t'ﬁpf%ﬁﬁﬁ‘s
(ﬁ%ﬁme
warned him that the
PLO — which wis al-
lowe ack into Jordan
in_August 1982 — has
now built guch a strong
base in the country that
it could be a threat to

his monarchy.

““But___despite those
warnings, Hussein so
far has taken no action
to crack down_ on the

PLO bases, one of which

is_just a few hundred

yards from his own pal-

ace in_ the Jordanian

capital of Amman, ac-

cording to Israeli mili-

tary intelligence.

In addition, 600 PLO
guerrillas reportedly are
being trained at a mili-
tary base near the town
of Zarka.

Hussein  could be
caught in a tight
Squeeze because of pres-
sure from Washington.

A sizable majority of
U.S. senators — 71 in all
— have signed a state-
ment saying that unless
Jordan begins talks with
Israel, they will oppose
President Reagan's plan
to sell $1.9 billion worth of
arms to Jordan.

Senate Republican lead-
€rs said they would pro-
pPose restrictions on the
use of the warplanes, air
defense missiles and
other military equipment
in hopes of avoiding a
Senate rejection of the

sale, which would embar-
rass President Reagan.

Hussein's grandfather,
King Abdullah, was mur.
dered 30 years because of
his talks with the Israelis,

Foreign reports have
said Hussein met secretly
with Peres two weeks
ago.
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